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REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS FOR HOST COMMUNITIES

Background

The Texas Engineering Extension Service (TEEX), in collaboration with AdventGX Corporation, has developed the Rural Economic and Tourism Development Seminar and is now seeking communities to host the events. The seminar features faculty experts in regional marketing, strategy development and tourism development and is designed to include custom activities that feature the events, attractions and experiences that distinguish the host community and region. 
Developed for elected officials, community leaders and executives, the Rural Economic and Tourism Development Seminar is both an educational seminar and a planning workshop, designed to provide leaders with the opportunity to network with colleagues from neighboring communities and counties and identify opportunities for collaboration and cooperation that will benefit and encourage regional economic development.
Host communities will establish themselves as the regional hub for economic development and educational seminars and will have the opportunity to showcase their economic and tourism assets. The host community will be featured in all media announcements before, during and following the event. The host community will be asked to cover a portion of the costs associated with the development and production of the seminar.
Benefits to Host Communities
· Showcased to statewide, national and international audiences

· Positioned as the location of choice for future seminars, conferences and workshops

· Positioned as a leader in regional economic development

· Featured in an article in ED-Central, the monthly e-newsletter and library of economic development best practices distributed throughout Texas, the U.S. and internationally

· Featured in press releases, marketing materials and on the conference web site before, during and after the seminar

· Overnight stays and local dollars spent by seminar participants during the event

Host Community Responsibilities

· Contribute $20,000 in cash, in-kind services and/or corporate sponsorships (in-kind services may include but are not limited to: seminar venue, catered meals, sponsored events and activities; sponsorships must be secured by the host community)

· Provide local on-site seminar coordinator to work with TEEX event manager

· Distribute letters of invitation from local leadership to leadership of other communities and counties in the region

TEEX/AdventGX Responsibilities

· Develop seminar curriculum customized to the host region and community

· Coordinate with local on-site seminar coordinator to select featured activities

· Faculty recruitment

· Pay faculty fees and expenses

· Seminar promotion, registration, logistics

· Seminar materials development and production
Communities interested in applying to become a host community for the Rural Economic and Tourism Development Seminar may fill out and return the attached application to info@ed-central.com. 

APPLICATION FOR HOST COMMUNITY 

RURAL ECONOMIC AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR

Name of Community__________________________________
County___________________
Population________________
Economic Development Contact Person________________________________
Phone________________________
Email_________________________
Please respond to the following questions. Attach separate sheets as needed to accommodate responses. Please limit complete narrative response to no more than 2 pages. Attachments such as facilities brochures are welcome and encouraged.
Is your community actively engaged in any economic development program of activities?
Yes___  No___  If Yes, please describe.

How many employees are dedicated to economic development in your community? ____  

In your region?___

Does your community participate in any regional economic development activities? 

Yes___
No___
If yes, please describe.

Is your community collecting sales tax for economic development? Yes___  No___

a. If No, has the ED tax been on the ballot but failed? Yes___
No___

b. If No, have community leaders expressed an interest in collecting sales tax? 
Yes___  No___

Is tourism currently part of your overall economic development strategy? Yes___  No___

If Yes, what entities support and/or promote tourism in your community and region?

Please list the key job creating industries in your community and region.

Please describe the source of the required $20,000 local contribution to be provided by the host community. (Contribution may be provided in cash, in-kind services and/or corporate sponsorships. In-kind services may include but are not limited to: seminar venue, catered meals, sponsored events and activities; sponsorships must be secured by the host community).

Does your community have any nature, heritage, cultural or otherwise experience-based tourism assets that may serve as examples of local best practices for seminar participants? Yes___  No___

If Yes, are the owners/operators willing to support the seminar by hosting an activity? Yes___  No___  If Yes, Please describe or attach additional information. 

Does your community have suitable overnight accommodations to serve 50 or more overnight guests?

Yes___  No___ If Yes, please describe.

Please attach information describing the proposed facility for hosting the Rural Economic and Tourism Development Seminar.

The Rural Economic and Tourism Development Seminar is a product of the

Texas Engineering Extension Service, a member of The Texas A&M University System.


